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JSooh notices. 

Blue Book of Schuylkill County, Who was Who and Why. By 
Mrs. Ella Zerbey Elliott. Pottsville, Penna., 1915. 8vo, pp. 456. 
Illustrated. Price $3.50. 

This work, the result of five years of much labor and painstaking 
research, contains a mass of valuable historical and genealogical in- 
formation not elsewhere obtainable and is invaluable for reference. 
Part I is mainly devoted to early days in Schuylkill county; notable 
settlers and their descendants; patents and land titles, with repro- 
ductions of original maps and surveys; the Indian troubles, and the 
military records of those who took part in our two wars for Inde- 
pendence and the Mexican War. Part II contains the genealogical 
records, of the Zerbey (Zerbe), S'chwalm (Swalm) Miller, Staudt 
(Stout), Rieths (Reeds), Muench (Minnick, Mennig), Bartolet, Linder- 
muth, Helms, Haesler, Boyer and Merkle lines, with the records in part 
or in full of more than sixty other families. The book is a fine specimen 
of the typographical art and the numerous illustrations add interest 
to the text. 

Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. Studies in Spanish 
Colonial History and Administration. By Herbert Eugene Bolton, 
Ph.D. Vol. Ill of University of California Publications in History. 
Berkeley, 1915. 8vo, pp. 501. Illustrated. Price $3.50. 

Contents: I. A General Survey, 1731-1788. 

II. The San Xavier Missions, 1745-1758. 
III. The Reorganization of the Lower Gulf Coast, 1746-1767. 
IV. Spanish Activities on the Lower Trinity River, 1746- 

1771. 
V. The Removal from and the Reoccupation of Eastern 
Texas, 1773-1779. 

This volume is a collection of special studies, designed to develop 
a neglected period in the history of one of the most important of 
Spain's American provinces— Texas — and covers its history from 1731 
to 1788. The history of Texas during this period, has been little known, 
and therefore has been regarded as of an unimportant and unin- 
teresting character, but during these years was of great importance 
in the history of the expansion of New Spain. Professor Bolton has 
based his studies almost exclusively on manuscript sources, which have 
been for the most part unknown and unused, derived from the archives 
of Spain, Mexico, Texas and the United States. While historical in 
treatment, the studies contain much of interest to the Ethnologist, 
attention being given to Indian affairs, and to the student of Spanish 
Colonial government, new material illustrative of the methods of ad- 
ministration; while the narrative of frontier life as experienced by 
Spanish pioneers, missionaries, soldiers and adventurers, is interesting. 
The bibliography contains an extensive calendar of documents from the 
various archives, and a good index has been added. Typographically 
the volume is a credit to the University Press. 

A Bbikp History of the Wjdows' Society or Bethlehem, by Rev. 
A. Schultze, D.D., L.H.D.; with Statistical Matter Collected and 
Compiled from the Records of the Society, by Augustus H. Leibert. 
Bethlehem, Penna., 1915. 8vo, pp. 113. Illustrated. Price $1.00. 

This work traces the history of the Widows' Society of Bethlehem, 
organized in 1770; therefore, one of the oldest beneficial societies in 
the United States. During its organization of one hundred and forty- 
five years, 887 members were admitted, and 513 beneficiaries received 
upwards of $200,000.00. The statistical section contains a copy of the 
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Act of Incorporation and By-laws of the Society; an alphabetical list 
of members, date of admission and death; the officers with length of 
service, and statement of the dividends paid. On sale by Augustus H. 
Leibert, Bethlehem, Pa. 

Some Allied Families or Kent County, Delaware. By Thomas 
Hale Streets, Med. Direct., U. S. Navy, Retrd. No. 5, 1915. Pp. 107. 
Published by Thomas Hale Streets. Wyncote, Penna. Price $1.75. 

The Stout family of Delaware, Dr. Streets' latest contribution to his 
series of "Allied Families of Kent County, Delaware," is introduced 
with the story of Penelope Stout, one of the most thrilling stories of 
capture by and rescue from the Indians, which reads more like romance 
than reality. The data of seven generations of this family have been 
compiled with the same care and research so characteristic of the pre- 
ceding series. 

Anthracite. An instance of Natural Resource Monopoly. By Scott 
Nearing. Philadelphia, 1915. Pp. 251. 

The author claims that his work is not a general study and that it 
does not set forth any new hypotheses. It aims to explain some of the 
more important phases of modern economic life as they apply to one 
industry, localized in one corner of our state. 

Some Emigrants to Virginia. Second Edition, Enlarged. By W. G. 
S'tanard, Richmond, Va., 1916; Bell Book and Stationery Co. 8vo, pp. 
94. Price, $1.00. 

The first edition of this collection of memoranda with regard to several 
hundred emigrants to Virginia during the Colonial period, whose parent- 
age is shown, or former residence indicated by authentic records, was 
rapidly exhausted after publication and the demand has been sufficiently 
urgent to require another and enlarged edition. Necessary corrections 
and alterations have been made in the text of the first edition, and 
twenty pages of names added, all being arranged alphabetically. Gene- 
alogists will find the work helpful in their Virginia researches. 

Lincoln and Episodes of the Civil Wab. By William E. Doster. 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1915. 8vo, pp. 2S2. 

Contents: Abraham Lincoln; Washington City, 1862; the old Capitol 
and Carrol prisons, 1862-63; the War Department and its head, 1862- 
63; Incidents of Provost Duty; Free Negroes, Contrabands and Slaves; 
Cabinet Members and Army Officers; The Campaign ending with 
Chancellorsville; The Campaign ending with Gettysburg; The Capital 
in 1864 — A Diary, and Conspiracy Trial, 1865. 

This volume occupies a distinguished place among the works devoted 
to the period of the Civil War, because an important part of it is given 
to accounts of the author's trials, experiences and observations as 
Provost Marshal of Washington, during 1862-63, and also, as one 
of the lawyers for the defense in the famous Conspiracy trials of 1863; 
he writes from inside knowledge. Gen. Doster's distinguished services 
in the campaigns of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg are traced with 
the help of a diary which he kept and therefore of unusual interest and 
value. The chapter on Abraham Lincoln is an address delivered at 
Lehigh University on the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
the martyr President. 

Year Book op the Pennsylvania Society, 1915. Edited by Barr 
Ferree, Director of the Society. New York, 1915. 8vo, pp. 272. Il- 
lustrated. 

The Year Book of the Pennsylvania Society in New York, in addition 
to the usual lists of officers, members and committees, contains an in- 
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teresting account of the sixteenth festival of the society, with the ad- 
dresses of Dr. R. S. Na6n, Ambassador from Argentina, Gov. M. G. 
Brumbaugh and Richmond P. Hobson, M.C. from Alabama. The editor 
has also prepared an elaborate summary of contemporary historical 
work in Pennsylvania, and sketches of members deceased in 1914. 
Many of the illustrations are reproductions from early prints of scenes 
in Pennsylvania. 

A Collection of over Six Hundred Names Descendants of 
Balthaseb and Susanna Phillipina Loesch, Palatines fbom 
Gebnsheim near Wobms, Gebmany. By William W. Lesh. Washing- 
ton, D. C, 1914. 8vo, pp. 47. Illustrated. 

The Loesch family although first settled in the state of New York, 
came early to Berks county, Pennsylvania, and from thence descendants 
have found homes in other sections of the Commonwealth, in North 
Carolina and some of the western states. The modern spellings of the 
name are noted. The matter gathered by the compiler is a valuable 
addition to Pensylvania genealogy. 

The Majors and Their Marriages. By James Branch Cabell. Rich- 
mond, Va. 8vo, pp. 188. 

This recent contribution to Virginia genealogy has been compiled 
with great care and will be appreciated in the form given. In addition 
to the Major data, there are collateral accounts of the allied families 
of Aston, Ballard, Christian, Darey, Hartwell, Hubard, Macon, Marable, 
Mason, Patterson, Piersey, Seawell, Stephens and Waddill. 

Proceedings and Collections of the Wyoming Histobical and 
Geological Society for the Year 1915. (Coxe Publication Fund.) 
Edited by Rev. Horace Edwin Hayden, M.A. Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 1915. 
Vol. XIV. 8vo, pp. 287. Illustrated. 

In addition to the reports of the society for the year 1915, obituaries 
and list of officers, the volume contains the following papers: "Buried 
River Channels of the North Eastern States," by James Furman Kemp, 
E.M., Sc.D.; "Reminiscences of Hon. Charles Miner, 1780-1865," by 
Charles Francis Richardson, Ph.D., Litt.D. ; "Development of Interest 
in Historical Societies," by Thomas L. Montgomery, Litt.D.; "The 
Alfred F. Berlin Collection of Indian Antifacts, in the Society's Col- 
lection," by Christopher Wren, Curator; "The Parish Register of St. 
Stephen's P. E. Church, Wilkes-Barre, Register of Marriages, 1822- 
1866." 

The most noticeable of historical importance is the charming remi- 
niscences of Charles Miner, model journalist, author, state legislator, 
congressman and statesman, prepared from autobiographical notes and 
correspondence, covering a period of sixty-five years. A Federalist in 
politics, he was editor and proprietor of several newspapers, the Village 
Record still being published; and as a member of the Assembly was 
influential in important legislation. In 1824 he was elected a member 
of Congress, James Buchanan being his colleague, and served two terms, 
declining a renomination. Many political measures were debated, not 
the least important the efforts being made towards the final extinction 
of slavery, in which he took a prominent part. His letters to his wife, 
describing social life at the Capital, and his entertainments at the 
White House, and by Webster, Clay, and others, are humorous and 
entertaining reading today. He it was who coined the phrase even 
current to this day — "to have an axe to grind." Mr. Miner was also 
an early promoter of the anthracite coal trade, and of canals as a part 
of internal improvements. His History of Wyoming, published in 1845, 
was compiled with the greatest care from original material, and its 
trustworthiness makes it the standard history even today. In com- 
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mencing a sketch of his life in 1844, he writes: "Checkered it certainly 
has been, as whose is not; vicissitudes common to all I have experienced, 
and yet in no remarkable degree. Joy and sorrow, prosperity and 
adversity have mingled in my cup, but not in excessive proportion. 
On the whole, my voyage down the stream of life has been comparatively 
smooth, and happier than falls to the common lot . . . the retro- 
spect is, in the main, cheerful and satisfactory." 

William Branch Giles: A Study in the Politics of Virginia and 
the Nation fbom 1790 to 1830. By Dice Robins Anderson, B.A., M.A., 
Ph.D. Geo. Banta Publishing Co., Menasha, Wisconsin, 1914. 8vo, pp. 
272. Illustrated. Price, $1.50. 

We are indebted to Prof. Anderson, of Roanoke College, for this 
excellent work on the political life of that remarkable Virginian, William 
Branch Giles, whose labors in the formation of the Democratic-Re- 
publican Party; his long services in the General Assembly of Virginia 
and both Houses of Congress, and his leadership in each of them; his 
dramatic career as Governor; his pungent pamphlets and newspaper 
literature; his forensic abilities; the variety of his animosities and the 
conspicuousness of his many enemies, interested the author and induced 
him to collect and prepare the material for his study. Giles was a 
friend of Jefferson and an enemy of Hamilton; he became a foe of 
Gallatin and Monroe; finally espoused the cause of Jackson and de- 
veloped into the bitterest of the enemies of John Quincy Adams. Like 
all men he went through cycles of political opinions. He fought against 
the National Bank, protective tariff, the American Navy, and the 
usurpations of power of the General Government. He came, however, 
to unite domestic laws based on a broad construction of the Constitution 
and deplored lack of energy on the part of the Federal Government, and 
even co-operated in Federalist attacks on Republican administrations. 
He ended his career with the same ardor for State Rights and as a 
prophet of secession. 

A Thousand Years of Russian History. By Sonia E. Howe. Phila- 
delphia, J. B. Lippincott Co. 8vo, pp. 432. Illustrated. Price, $2.50 net. 

The title of this work indicates the wide limits of time and facts 
which had to be brought within the pages of this book, but Mrs. Howe, 
who is a Russian by birth and the wife of an English clergyman, has 
succeeded and in an entertaining manner given us a review of Russian 
history, dealing with civil and national life, as well as with its political 
annals and rulers. Russia has grown from a small beginning to its 
present dominions by immigration, colonization and conquest; but its 
development has not been one of continuous growth; one interruption, 
the Mongol invasion, has taken centuries to recover. The nation is not 
a homogeneous whole, nor are her people all on the same level of 
culture. Unless these facts are grasped and the causes underlying the 
complexity of Russian history come to be understood, there can be no 
exact comprehension or balanced judgment of her problems and diffi- 
culties and the part she has to play among the nations. It is hoped that 
the information offered will help to remove the ignorance and prejudice 
which have long enveloped the Russian Empire and its peoples, to 
destroy the proportions of good and evil in its history. The illustra- 
tions, which are numerous in color and gravure process, have been 
carefully selected from the archaeological treasures of Russian libraries, 
and her territorial growth by a series of maps. 



